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ABSTRACT 
A well designed building responds well, to the requirement s of the particular client, 
which consists of the spaces compatible for the function, fulfilling functional efficiency. 
When the original function does not work properly work with in the building, the 
function may have to be removed & the building abundances with its context. To be 
given a life reutilization is essentially need to the building, as it preserves the historic & 
the architectural value & keep the building in a live condition in its extent. This can be 
done only from the meaningful adaptations. 
But many of those adaptations, can occur impacts on the adapted functions due to the 
original building spaces does not ideal answers for the latter function, specially in a 
highly valuable areas. This is mostly happened due to meaningless adaptations, which is 
a fashionable trend in today's architecture. 
This situation would become more critical in the future, specially in economically as well 
as historically & architecturally. 
Thus it is responsibility of the designer to think deeply about the present trend & 
economic adapt a new criteria for adaptation of buildings in the future which would help 
to get enhance the efficiency from the function without a conflict. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Many buildings are built for a specific purpose & to the requirements of a particular 
client. Apart from that, the building should comply with requirements, such as aesthetic 
value or the beauty, spatial quality, cost effectiveness, respond to the nature, context 
society, proper climate, proper lighting system, minimizing the wastage etc. A proper 
design of building should have spaces compatible for the functions. The characteristics of 
the building spaces are the volume, scale, proportion, lighting, indoor climate, etc. All of 
these are arrange according to the inner function of the building space. In addition to that, 
when defining a space for a particular function, the typology of element used is 
important. Characteristics of those elements, fixed, semi fixed, non- fixed, & the color, 
texture, finishers are important to improve to inner function of the building. A well-
designed building will respond well, to the above aspects, fulfilling the "functional 
efficiency" with in the building. 
With the passing of time, physical features in the built environment gets changed due to 
development of its infrastructure, & the buildings, which are newly added to the 
environment. This results in the old buildings being demolished or abandoned, due to its 
function not been able to perform properly with in the existing situation. Therefore 
the historic value of those buildings gets loss. Buildings may consists of different 
architectural qualities that belongs to different periods such as the British, Portuguese etc. 
in order to conserve those buildings its function can be removed or converted into another 
function, depending on its necessity. 
When a building is converted into another function many of the aforesaid factors will get 
affected. The time factor or life span, the probable return on investment will also taken 
into consideration. This adapted building may not be the ideal answer for latter function. 
It creates a bigger problem of less functional efficiency. There for the adapted function, 
should be well matched to the existing building's spaces & other characteristics, for it to 
be efficient. 
BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY 
The building adaptation is a more popular fashionable trend, in today's Architecture. As a 
result it has arose more meaningless adaptations, which are not compatible for the 
adapted function. It will create impacts & more critical situations within the building. 
Using appropriate researches & analysis, there it can be shown & how the meaningful 
adaptations can occur getting optimum usage. It can be a proper answer for latter 
function, & may contribute to preserve the historical & architectural features as well as a 
positive phenomena to the economy. 
INTENTION OF THE STUDY. 
Purpose of the study is to examine & evaluate adapted function & see the functional 
efficiency as the primary objective. Secondary objective is to analyze waste of spaces if 
any, as a result of adaptation. Finally searching for remedial measures for above impacts 
& seek how to achieve the optimum efficiency from above measures. 
SCOPE & LIMITATION 
The selected area for the study limits itself, to analyze the aspect of the adaptation of 
commercial purposes buildings, as they are the vital functional adaptation in the Colombo 
city. Which start most of the adaptation for commercial purposes, when it becoming the 
largest commercial city in Sri Lanka. 
Mainly it is analyzed the user comfortability, such as spatial arrangement, lighting & 
ventilation, services, circulation of spaces & the maintenance cost to seek the functional 
efficiency of those buildings. 
JUSTIFICATION 
A particular function of a building, does not properly work, when the function does not 
want for that area. Then the function is removed & the building is abandoned with its 
context. To be given life, reutilization is essentially needed to the building. 
The building is not efficient & waste of resources, when changing of its original function. 
It has lost its optimum usage of the adaptation & latter function will be a repercussion to 
the building. So it is needed to seek of such buildings & the efficiency. 
METHODOLOGY 
The background information is collected from different sources, including a literature 
review on collecting information, which carried out on this subject. 
The survey which an important part of the research was done by collecting data on four 
different examples concentrating on the purpose & the importance on this type of 
research. A questionnaire survey was done by interviewing people, who are using those 
adapted buildings. The analysis is basically on responses & the acceptability of the 
adaptations for both primary & the secondary users. 
The case studies have been chosen to exemplify commercial adapted building at the 
operational level. 
The case study has sought to ascertain, 
1 . The real states of adapted function within the adapted building. 
2. The influence & the usage of the function. 
3. Interaction of the adapted function with external environment 
4. Evaluate the efficiency of the function, analyzing certain factors 
5. Several factors contributes to the eventual outcome. 
In order to do so, 
a. Examine the structure of the place 
b. To contribution of the user. 
c. To access the advantages or constrains user experience 
d. To access the future prospects of adaptation 
The operation of these variables can best be understood through the micro 
process at each building level. _ 
' • ^ \ 
OUTCOME OF THE STUDY 
The study shows that the degree of adaptation, matters seriously on the functional 
efficiency of the buildings in global & local perspectives. Those findings & their analysis 
are presented in dissertation under three chapters. 
The chapter one basically identify the role of adaptation as a world wide accepted 
measures for preservation of historic buildings. Further it has been identified the adapted 
buildings locally, especially in the city of Colombo & their status quo. 
The chapter two basically examine the four different adapted buildings in the city of 
Colombo, as a case study. The selected examples are presently functioning very well. 
Which seem get more economic feasibility. 
The chapter three has been analyze & evaluate the functional efficiency of those 
buildings under several aspects, showing what kind of contribution given as the out 
come. These analyzes are presented as a focus of a dissertation. 
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